
 

 

Christmas around the 

World 

by Nakshatra, Layan, 

Pakin and Ethan 

We, as students at an International school, 

have learnt a lot about different cultures 

and traditions, so we thought, to tell you a 

few traditional Christmases from around 

the world. So sit by the fireplace, grab a 

cup of hot cocoa, and get ready to be 

taken around the world for your Holidays! 

 
 

Israeli Christmas 

Now, let’s talk about Christmas in Israel, where 

it originated. Christmas also collides with 

Hanukkah, which is the jewish festival of 

lights. In Israel, they celebrate Christmas by 

having banquets, and there can be parades 

found in Nazareth. Like a lot of Families, 

Christmas is celebrated with parties 

amongst friends and family. A lot of family 

Christmases also include a baptism by the 

river Jordan. (For more information visit 

www.whychristmas.com) 

  
 

 

Interesting Christmas traditions 

Every country has their own interesting Christmas 

traditions, but we picked out 3 that we found most 

interesting 

 

The Pickle in the tree 

This Christmas tree tradition embraced around the world 

today is believed to have started in Germany in the 16th 

Century.  One of these is to hide a pickle somewhere in 

the branches of the tree, and give a prize to whichever 

child in the house finds it first.  (For more information, 

visit atlasobscura.com )     

 



 

 

 

 

The Yule Cat 

The Yule Cat is a huge, vicious cat who lurks about the 

snowy Icelandic countryside during Christmas time 

and eats people who have not received any new 

clothes to wear before Christmas Eve.  The Yule Cat 

has been a tradition since the 19th century. (For  more 

information visit www.smithsonianmag.co ) 

 

 

 

 

El Caganer ( The Pooping Man) 

 El Caganer (The Pooping Man) is a weirdly popular feature of 

modern Catalan nativity scenes. It is believed to have entered 

the nativity scene by the late 17th or early 18th century, during 

the Baroque period. This figure represents fertility and is a 

symbol of good luck for the New Year. A tradition in Catalonia is 

to have children find this hidden figure.   

(For more information, visit www.theculturetrip.com )          
 

 

 

How to keep Christmas Eco-friendly 

Christmas is all about having fun with friends and family, but one thing we all should 

have mind is keeping it eco-friendly. Here are a few tips on how to do so. 

 

Reusable packaging (Gift wrapping) 

Every year 5 big bags of extra waste are 

produced per household, and that’s 

only around Christmas time! This is 

equivalent to an extra 1.4 tonnes of 

CO2e.  

To avoid this, try reusable bags and 

boxes, or, even better, wrap it with 

something part of the gift, like a scarf! 

http://www.smithsonianmag.co/


 

 

 

 

Christmas dinners 

Did you know that 4.2 million christmas 

dinners were wasted in 2014? And this was 

only in the UK! This was 26300 turkeys, 7.5 

million mince pies, 740000 slices of christmas pudding, 17.2 million brussel sprouts, 

11.9 million carrots and 11.3 million roast potatoes! Imagine how many hungry 

countries we could feed with that!  

We need to plan the amount of food we make to minimise waste 

 

Light pollution 

Around the holiday season is when most families 

probably use many lights to decorate. This 

however, uses up a lot of energy. 

To conserve energy, try reducing the amount of 

lights you use, and also, opt for LED lights, since 

they are proven to consume less energy and are 

better for the environment. 

(For more information, visit www.huffpost.com) 

 

 

 

Christmas is the most celebrated festival around the world and you’ve just been 

introduced to a world of wondrous traditions. We ask you and your family to keep 

Christmas as environmentally friendly as possible.  

 

Now, we wish you a Merry Christmas  

and a Happy New Year! 
 

 

http://www.huffpost.com/

