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im CJD Braunschweig 

 

Newsletter No. 4/2019 

International School Braunschweig- Wolfsburg 

 

 
 
 
Dear parents, students, and staff members, 
 
It is with great pleasure that I share with you the first newsletter of the school year 2019/20. 
It’s unbelievable how time is flying, isn’t it? Only a few weeks ago everybody was glad to come back to 
school after the summer break, and here we are again looking forward to the autumn vacation. 
 
On the first day of school, we could see that, again, many new students have joined our International 
School community. I am happy to inform you that we can note a growing number of students - we are 
counting 280 boys and girls from Preschool to Year 12, which is the highest number in the history of 
our school. This school year, we started our Preschool class with ten students aged around four, who 
started learning English in a playful way. You may have already met our new staff members who will 
enrich our diverse community and bring in their experiences and ideas. 
 
Many classes started the new school year with teambuilding and back- to-school activities which 
helped to settle and integrate the new students. You will read about these events in our newsletter. 
Meanwhile, all classes put a strong focus on learning and developing their knowledge, skills and 
abilities in their subjects. 
 
A big Thank You goes out to all the parents who attended the Parents Evenings, our Meet and Greet or 
the PTA Coffee Morning on Fridays. We appreciate your interest in your child’s education and your 
support in creating a varied and inspiring learning environment. 
 
Kindly be asked to sign up for the upcoming Parent-Teacher- Consultation Day and be invited to 
discuss your child’s academic and personal progress with our staff members. 
 
Enjoy reading the next pages. 
 
I am looking forward to meeting you soon. 
 
Best regards, 

 
 
 

Anne Köneke, 
Head of School 
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School Life 

Have you heard of the afternoon room?  
This is where the lower 
primary students do shared 
activities. Recently we 
planned the following 
themes for the upcoming 
weeks: Australia Week, 
Circus Week, Healthy Week 
and Ocean Week.  
As part of the international 
week, we chose Australia 
Week as our theme. The 
students were introduced to 
Australian culture through 
presentation (big thanks to 

Ms Djemailovic) and story. The afternoon snack was “fairy bread” which is something special in 
Australia.   
We had special guests coming to the school for our Circus Week who showed the students juggling 
techniques. We made magic wands and jester hats. 
Broccoli, pear, avocado, banana, apples, cookies, cupcakes, a bar of chocolate, candies and many 
more have been the central theme this Healthy Week. We explored which type of food should be 
consumed “all the time” and which ones should be consumed only “sometimes.” A book titled “A very 
hungry caterpillar” by Eric Carle was read and followed by crafting a caterpillar and different fruit 
puppets. The highlight was that students chose different fruits and made delicious smoothies.  
What is the ocean? Who lives in the ocean? We explored these questions during the Ocean Week. We 
crafted cool fish and we had fish cookies as a snack. 
 

During the first three weeks of school the Upper Primary Afternoon Room 
had many exciting and fun activities. First we had an Icebreaker Week, 
since there are so many new students in the Afternoon room. We 
participated in activities in order to get to know each other better. Next 
we had Australia Week! We learned many 
facts about life in Australia and also 
learned how to kick an Australian Rules 
Football from Amelie and Willow Stewart, 
amongst other things. Then we had an 
amazing Competition Week in which we 
had a paper plane contest, a wheel-barrel 
race and Padalo races as well. The student 

participation was excellent and it seemed as if a good time was had by 
all! 
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Year 3 and 4 students have been making a paper 
model of a computer. Everybody had a chance in a 
few lessons to become a designer and an engineer 
and create their own, very much liked, personal 
computer. With the use of some old shoe boxes, 
paper cardboards, colored paper, glue and scissors, 

pupils were able to create stunning art pieces that resembled real computers. Every student had to 
figure out how to assemble a screen/monitor and put 
together a keyboard. After all, they all could decorate their 
computers the most desirable way and, after pressing the 
start button, freshly finished computing machines were 
ready to be taken home 
 

 
The Middle School  Afternoon Room 
students kicked off the new school year by 
decorating their new afternoon room. The 
girls and boys have many super ideas that 
they want to implement to make the room 
look very cozy and comfortable. One of the 
first projects was to decorate the wall with a 
collage painting comprised of many 
different A4 canvases and painted with 
acrylic coloured paint. As a final outcome, 
each student painted their own canvas and 

at the end collectively joined them together to produce one big picture. Ms. Thakar and Mr. Lewis also 
have many more fun projects lined up for the middle school students, so all middle school students 
from Year 6 to 8 are welcome to the afternoon room! 
 
 

 
 
 
A special Thank You goes out to Ms Brandstätter for kindly donating 
10 harnesses for the playground! The kids already enjoy using them. 
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Friedrich Gauss (Blue house)  
Captain: Yasmina S. 
Vice captain: Momoko I. 
Konrad Koch (Yellow house) 
Captain: Claudia M. 
Vice captain: Dennes Z. 
 

Election of House Captains 
 
 
This year, as in previous years, all students were 
excited to vote for their House captains and Vice 
Captains. On the 19th of September, elections took 
place in the Entrance Hall and after a counting the 
votes for the closely fought contest, we would like to 
announce the winners: 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
TALENT SHOW - SAVE THE DATE! 
 
Middle School Talent Show (Year 6 - 10) 
Monday, February 12th, 2020, 8 am 
 
Primary School Talent Show (Reception - Year 5) 
Monday, March 23rd, 2020, 8 am 
 
This is a great opportunity for students to show off their talent - singing, dancing, instruments, 
theater play, soccer or magic - surprise us! More details and rules are stated on the application form. 
Interested applicants please approach our Music teacher Ms Yau. 
 
IGCSE Kick-Off 

IGCSE Kick-Off for Year 9 and 10 took place on August 30th, 2019 at the CJD 
Chancengarten. It was a team-building event for the students, aimed to 
motivate and encourage them to be more focused and hard working. 

All students met up in school and walked to the Chancengarten in groups. They 
had an additional task of “Plogging” (Plogging is 

collecting litter) on their way. After a good breakfast the students carried 
out various tasks set up by the teachers. The tasks challenged the 
students to be creative and spontaneous. 
The students created a marvellous poster using the litter collected while 
“Plogging”. The event concluded with an excellent barbecue, enjoyed by 
students and the teachers alike. 

Georg Westermann (Red house)  
Captain: Charlotte U. 
Vice captain: Cooper M. 
Ricarda Huch (Green house) 
Captain: Emily T. 
Vice captain: Maria L. 
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Information about the classes 

Preschool 

Our cheeky monkey George was so excited to welcome 
all the new children to our Preschool class and has 
become an important part of their day. The children 
have been busy exploring their new surroundings, 
getting to know one another and themselves more 
closely. We’ve taken a closer look at ourselves by using 
mirrors, blocks, paint and strings to measure and create 
our own bodies. We had fun discovering the designs our 
finger prints left behind and were surprised to see how 
two foot prints can turn into a lovely red apple. We 
experimented with eggs to see what happened to 
'Humpty Dumpty' when he fell off the wall and even 
invited our favourite toys to join us on our 'Toy and 
Picnic Day'. We would like to thank Mrs. Shimizu and 

Mrs. Borek for coming to our class with their babies to complement our theme on parents and 
siblings. 

RC 

The Reception Class team would like to welcome the 
parents with joyful wishes. We are looking forward to 
having a great and successful year together. 
We have started the year with very sweet little teddies and 
hope to fill this year with unforgettable memories. Our 
class is gradually settling down and we are enjoying our 
new experiences. 
The Reception Class has worked on the theme, ‘All About 
Me’ with a special focus on being unique individuals and on 
the importance of appreciating ourselves with our strengths 
and weaknesses. We painted our bodies in magnificent 
colours and crafted booklets. 

In literacy, we are beginning to learn about letter sounds such as ‘Ss’ and ‘Aa’ with the help of 
crafting and experimental activities. We enjoyed using our hands and painted beautiful pictures of the 
sun. 
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Year 1 

Year 1 children have been busy learning letters and 
sounds. We have had lots of fun playing games, such as 
memory, bingo and dice games, which have helped us to 
memorise the letters easily. We also used playdough and 
letter blocks to build CVC words and label simple 
pictures. To help us understand how to form the letters, 
we have also learned to write them ''in the house'' (a, c, e) 
''in the roof and in the house'' (b, d, t) and ''in the 
basement and in the house'' (g, p, y). 

 

Year 2 

Year 2 started off the school year by performing a 
wonderful show to welcome the students of Year1. It 
was great to see all the hard work that the students 
put into practicing in- and outside of school come 
together during the First Day of School ceremony. 
In the classroom, we have been busy learning and 
engaging in activities focused around the Jungle 
Fever theme. 

 
Day Trip to the Zoo 
Recently we went to the zoo in Stöckheim to look for rainforest animals. First, we went to see the 
raccoons and got to feed them peanuts. Our favorite raccoon hung upside down, holding on to a log, 
while stretching to reach a peanut. It was funny! 
After that, we saw camels, rabbits, horses, sheep and a donkey. Finally, we discovered beautiful 
rainforest birds. They had colourful feathers and were very noisy. We kept on walking until, all of a 
sudden, we noticed an angry cheetah staring at us. It even jumped right at the fence, which was a bit 
frightening. 
It was amazing to see all the animals. We enjoyed our day at the zoo, even though it rained at the end 
of our trip! 

written by the Y2 class 
 

Year 3 

The class is growing! From 18 students at the end of last school year, we are now 25! The students 
have given a heartfelt welcome to Candela, Lucy, Lukas, Eric, Jan, Soyun and Sohyeon, Shoma and 
Josephine. From day one they have helped the new students integrate into their daily routine and 
always included them during recess. Well done Year 3 and thank you for your open –mindedness and 
friendly attitude! The class has even elected their class captains – Greta and Richard. Now they are 
busy getting adjusted to the new academic challenges of the class. The class team is tremendously 
proud of them for trying so hard! Keep up the spirit, Year 3, way to go! 
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Year 4 

Y4 Science Investigation: 
Do People with Longer Legs Jump the Farthest? 
 
As part of their Science topic on the skeletal 
system, Y4 enjoyed investigating the question: 
‘Do people with longer legs jump the farthest?’ 
To begin the lesson, the children discussed the 
question in pairs and formed their own 
predictions. They then thought about a method 
with which to carry out their own investigation. 
Afterwards, they practised their data recording 
skills by measuring each other’s legs. Finally, it 
was time for the fun part – the jumping! The 

lesson transitioned to the playground, where the students eagerly took part in jumping as far as they 
could and measuring the distance. To finish the lesson, we looked back at our question and data. 
After much discussion, we can conclude people with longer legs don’t always jump the farthest! 
 

Year 5 

Y5 Feature Teacher 
 

Year 5 have started the new school year full of enthusiasm! We have 
welcomed two new friends, Buket and William, to our class and are 
happy they have joined our school. This term, Year 5 have begun their 
‘Feature Teacher’ presentations. Every Friday afternoon, one child 
from the class may teach something they feel they’re an expert in to 
our students. This can be anything from a language, a special dance 
or even origami! The students have come to the front of the class with 
confidence and have enjoyed pretending to be a teacher. This has 

been a great way for the children to practice their speaking and listening skills and has allowed us to 
learn more about our fellow classmates’ interests and hobbies. Keep up the great work, Year 5! 
 

Year 6 

In Year 6, we learned a lot of interesting things. Such as, 
how to make 3D shapes on the computer in ICT. In Science, 
we learned about different habitats and made a big 
colourful poster. In Global Perspectives, we learned about 
equality and empathy. We also thought about who inspires 
you the most. In Maths, we also learned about negative 
numbers. All in all, Year 6 has been very fun. 

written by Maria L. 
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Year 7 

Year 7 started off the new school year with the addition of five new students. We are proud to 
introduce to our class Emily from America, Lucy from China, Szymon from Poland, Alex from Spain 
and Constantino from Argentina. We are very happy to have them as members of the Year 7 class. 
Welcome aboard! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 making reading passages come to life 
 
As a reward for doing extra homework, some students 
from Year 7 performed sections of the English textbook to 
entertain and make them easier to understand. We are very 
lucky to have a stage in the Global Perspectives classroom, 
which is being put to good use. Bravo to Charlotte, Emily, 
Atman, Ahmet, Kian, and Justus! 
 

 

Year 8 

Year 8 welcomes two new students 
We are very happy to welcome Louisa and Isabella to our class. Both girls have integrated very well 
and have already made good friends. Louisa attended our school before, and after some years, she 
and her family returned to Germany, and now she is back at our school. Isabella is new in Germany, 
but she feels very confident to gain new experiences and enjoys her stay in Braunschweig and at our 
school. We wish both girls a successful school year; students and teachers will support them fully. 
 
The new school year has begun and with it, we have two new very interesting subjects: Global 
Perspectives and ICT. Global Perspectives is about understanding different aspects of the modern 
world. So far, we have talked about different types of equality in society and why are they important. 
Each of us has presented an inspiring personality who stood for equality in the world. 
ICT teaches the use of computer in our daily life and how to improve our skills. 
Another new aspect in our school life is our new Afternoon Room for Secondary 1 where we can spend 
free time during and after school. 
On Thursday, 19th September, we spent time cooking together with our class teacher, Mrs. Ketzler. We 
enjoyed a delicious meal and had time to exchange impressions about our school day. 
So far, the school year has been all we wanted and more, and we look forward to the rest of it. 

Nakshatra and Aurelia 
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Year 9 

The new school year has started and our class of 15 has now expanded to 20! The students are well 
aware of the requirements of their IGCSE courses and are getting used to the workload. Hopefully, 
everyone has a fantastic autumn break and comes back ready to continue! 

 

Year 10 

It seems as if the school year has just started but we are already moving towards the autumn break 
with big strides. Only a few days more and the students will have the opportunity to take a rest. 
This school year has great significance for all Year 10 pupils since they are going to take the IGCSE 
(International General Certificate of Secondary Education) exams. Therefore, the learners were 
informed about the IGCSE programme in a special event called the IGCSE Kick Off, which was 
accompanied by a barbecue and insightful and funny games from the subjects Science, Mathematics, 
Arts and English. Being aware of the impact that this school year has, the students are currently doing 
their best to achieve good marks. Of course, all work and no play makes the students turn into dull 
learners. Hence, they took part in a workshop on the topic “Lost Oceans”, which was run by students 
from the University of Hildesheim, and the pupils taking Music were able to watch the Opera 
“Nabucco”. Furthermore, this Friday, the class is able to watch the White Horse Company’s version of 
“Romeo and Juliet” by William Shakespeare at our school. So the time will be even shorter until we 
reach the autumn break. Keep going, Year 10!  

 

Senior School 

As class teachers of the current year 11 – Mrs Timme and Mr Chan would like to welcome all the IB 
students, especially the new arrivals from various countries: 
A warm welcome to Alina, Anthea, Marwan, Pavan, Qian and Yuhao, Ruichen and Giancarlo and also a 
very hearty warm welcome to our “old year 10 batch”. 
The new IB students have found the last weeks overwhelming. Here are some impressions which they 
are willing to share with us: 
 
“When I took my IGCSE, I thought there could be nothing worse. I was wrong. The IB proved to be a 
challenge. However, as time has progressed, I see myself slowly growing up. Responsibilities follow, 
but just as much privileges are given. It’s definitely not easy, but it’s worth it.” Hobeen K. 
 
“In my opinion, the IB program has been a big step for me since the IGCSE program, which had been 
well prepared for me by the previous teachers. The IB program has also given us students the 
opportunity to leave the school’s premises during breaks and free blocks; this has given us a feeling 
of independence and freedom, they’ve also given us a private room, especially for the IB students, 
called the “IB room”. The IB program is a great education system that offers students numerous 
opportunities in the future. I personally feel very fortunate to be studying at this school doing the IB 
program and getting the opportunity of sharing my impressions of the IB program.” Sabrina S. 
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Year 11 higher level Art: visit to “Unter freiem himmel Festival” art exhibition 
 

At the beginning of the school year, our higher level art class visited the “unter freiem himmel” art 
exhibition at the “H_LLE” near our school. As it was officially only opened on the weekend, we were 
sadly not able to see all works. The exhibition showed us different styles and techniques, and we 
learned about new ways to display artworks. 
The art was presented inside an old storage hall and in the “garden” behind it. Even though this seems 
like an unusual place for an exhibition, in comparison to a usual “white box” museum, it was a good 
experience to see the art more connected to nature. Thanks to Ms. Selke, we were able to talk to 
some of the artists and organisers and ask them about their work. 
 

 
At this exhibition I was fascinated by a 
photograph by Matthias Langer which 
displayed a town and a field at sunset. 
The sunlight during that time is hard to 
capture realistically and it was interesting 
to see his focus on that in the image. As I 
am interested in photography myself, I 
would like to be able to capture 
something using a similar method for 
one of my works. 

Lilly K. year 11/Ms I. Selke 
 

 

from left to right: Ms. Selke, Lilly, Lea and Lucie Mercadal/H_lle Braunschweig 

  



11 

Impressum 

V.I.S.P. Ms Anne Köneke 
CJD Braunschweig 
International School Braunschweig – Wolfsburg 
Helmstedter Str. 37 
38126 Braunschweig 
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E-mail: koeneke@cjd-braunschweig.de 
Editorial: Ms Jana Ernst  
E-mail: jernst@cjd-braunschweig.de 
 
 
The CJD Braunschweig is an institution within the Christlichen Jugenddorfwerk Deutschland e.V. (CJD) - 73061 
Ebersbach - Teckstr.23 - www.cjd.de 
Every year the CJD offers 155,000 adolescents and young adults’ orientation and prospects for the future. 9,500 
employees and many volunteers at over 150 locations offer support, teach training skills and provide education. The 
Christian concept of the human being linked with the motto “Let no one fall by the wayside” make up the core of our 
work. 

Donations to account 121 111 · Nord/LB Braunschweig 250 500 00 

Give opportunities. 

Yes! 


