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International School  
Braunschweig – Wolfsburg  

 

     

 

   

    

 
Dear Parents, 

We take this opportunity to welcome all members – parents, students and staff - of 

the International School Braunschweig - Wolfsburg back to school! Hopefully everyone 

had a chance to enjoy some family time over the summer months and is ready for 

another school year.  We are happy to say that many new families have joined our 

school community and we would like to welcome you to our school!   

We invite all parents to get involved in the education and daily activities of their 

children and encourage open dialogue regarding school affairs.  

We hope to get your support, as in the past, to make this another fantastic, healthy 

and happy year for everyone. 

 

 

 

Arundhati Mukherji   Ursula Hellert 

Academic Dean    Head of School 

 

 

School Life   

Introduction 

My name is Simone Jotzo. I am working as an English and EMR teacher at the 

International School. I was born and raised in Großburgwedel. After my father 

settled in Spain, I attended an international English-speaking college in Jávea. After 

five years in Spain, I came back to Germany and did a formative training to become 

a foreign correspondent. However, as I have always had a passion to teach 

languages, I decided to become a teacher. Hence, I completed a teaching degree in 

Bachelor of Arts and Master of Education for English and Spanish, and did the compulsory 

training for teachers. I mainly taught Spanish pupils in English at a Spanish bilingual school in 

Spain and English as well as Spanish at a German school. I am happy to be part of the school’s 

team and life now! 
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My name is Sean McCaw. I was born and raised in America and I am the new 

Professional Educator for Year 2. Before working with CJD Braunschweig, I was a 

professional Basketball Player for 13 years in Europe and I have spent the last 7 

years coaching youth Basketball where I was not only responsible for making them 

better sportsmen, but also fair and respectable individuals. I am excited for the new 

challenge of working in Education and I look forward to helping my students reach 

their individual potential. 

 

My name is Irina Sowietzki and I’m a new language arts teacher. My subjects are 

German, GFL and English. I’m German, born, raised and educated in beautiful 

Braunschweig. During my studies, I was working as a language teacher at a 

Turkish-German educational centre for three years. After my final exams, I spent 

2,5 years in and around Australia. During that amazing time, I was mainly 

travelling, teaching and enjoying the relaxed lifestyle among multiple cultures, kangaroos and 

red back spiders. I finally came back home for Christmas, German bread and to fulfil my 

childhood dream of settling down as a teacher. I’m greatful to be part of the team! 

 

My name is Jayashankar Selvadurai, I was born in the south Indian state 

Tamilnadu. I came to Germany in 2007 to do my doctoral thesis in Biophysics to 

study muscle proteins ‘’Myosin’’ at the “Medizinische Hochschule Hannover” and 

obtained my doctorate in 2012. I am extremely glad to work in the International 

School. I have also worked with international schools in Hannover and in Frankfurt 

teaching various subjects but mathematics being my major. Professional development courses 

offered by International Baccalaureate (IB) are well reputed; I have obtained IB certification for 

the following three professional development courses. They are: IB Diploma Program (DP) higher 

level mathematics, IB MYP (Middle years Program) mathematics, IB DP Theory of Knowledge. I am 

also a hobby cook, who also organizes Indian cooking courses. I am a certified cricket coach and 

umpire. I also play cricket for Hannover Cricket Club. Currently, I am also leading “Indischer 

Verein Hannover e.V.” as president, doing fantastic projects with Hannover State and other 

organizations. I believe education has a very important role in building global citizens, and it 

seeds the necessary element to bring awareness, understand root causes of problems and to 

create peace among human kind.     Sincerely. Dr. Jayashankar Selvadurai     

 

My name is Irina Stoian and I am the new Professional Educator of Year 4.  

I have moved to Germany from Romania where I was a Primary School Teacher for 

several years. I am happy to have a new challenge here. I am  

very excited to have this opportunity to share my knowledge, experience  

and also my passions with the children of the International School, and  

I look forward to a great school year! 
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First day of school ceremony  
On Saturday, September 3rd, International 

School celebrated the enrolment of the Year 1 

students. Families and friends gathered in the 

school assembly hall at 10 a.m. for the festive 

programme organized by Year 2 and Year 3 

students. We all enjoyed impressive medieval dances 

and we were enchanted by the Sleeping Beauty performance.  

Families then enjoyed some light refreshments while the teachers took the children to the 

classroom for their very first lesson. Afterwards, the children and the teachers went to the 

playground and let the balloons fly as a symbol for the great start in Year 1. 

We wish our Year 1 students all the best for their first year in primary school! 

 

 

 

TOP PERFORMERS in  

Cambridge Checkpoint Tests 
At the beginning of the summer vacation, Cambridge International Examination issued the 

results of the Cambridge Primary and Secondary 1 Checkpoint Tests.  

We are proud to announce again the TOP PERFORMERS, which were honoured with a Certificate 

of Merit in the assembly on the first day of school after the summer vacation:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emre, Jannik, Rohan, Lena, Erick and Sakura. Congratulations to you for high scores in the tests! 

 

Keep in mind: Year 6 students will write the Cambridge Primary Tests in English and 

Mathematics after the autumn vacation in October. 

Anne Köneke, Cambridge Examination Coordinator 
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Cambridge Schools Conference 

Ms Harms and Ms Köneke were delighted to participate in the Cambridge 

Schools Conference in Cambridge in September 2016, to join an international 

discussion on a theme that is fundamental to the work as educators: Leading 

Learning. As Tristan Stobie, Director of Cambridge International Exam ination 

stated in his Welcome speech “…Everyone in a school, the principal, teachers 

and students alike, need to be leaders of learning.” 

Keynote speakers:  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

In several workshops we had the opportunity to discuss a range of topics on how to develop 

world class schools with students who are able to perform well. Here is just a handful of ideas 

which we will also discuss with our colleagues: How can recent research results support us as 

teachers to change our classroom practise? What’s going on in teenagers’ minds, which could be 

hindering their achievement? How can non-language teachers support our bilingual students?  

We are looking forward to implementing very many ideas into our everyday life in school. We will 

keep you updated also about the changes on the Cambridge website and on their efforts to 

communicate, e.g. exam results with parents. Do not hesitate to contact us for more information 

or check the Cambridge website www.cie.org.uk 

Anne Köneke, Cambridge Examination Coordinator 
 

 

Visit of Rosanna Montalbano  

from IB-OSC 
The IB Department invited Ms Montalbano, 

one of OSC's IB Consultants who is also an 

examiner and has lots’ of experience in the 

fields of CAS, Extended Essays and ToK. The session was open to students, teachers of the IB 

Department and parents/guardians. Ms Montalbano offered a variety of pedagogical 

presentations to our IB students, teachers and parents. She highlighted Revision, Exam Tips and 

the Extended Essay guidelines this year, as well. Students were able to: 1. ‘think’ (decode and 

encode) in English, 2. analyse the thought process with clarity, 3. able to organize perspectives, 

ideas and research in a structured written essay. 

Naresh Seetharam, IBDP Coordinator/CAS Coordinator 

Matthew Syed, columnist for The Times and 

contributor to British radio and TV, focused on the 

dynamics of a high performance culture and how to 

develop a mindset that strives for permanent 

improvement. He believes that purposeful practise 

and the need to push beyond the comfort zone is 

important to be successful.  

Professor Deborah Eyre, global 

educational leader, researcher 

and writer contributed on how 

good schools can become world 

class schools by understanding 

how to create high performance 

in school. 
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GEMS Modern Academy – Dubai visit  
Students and staff members from the GEMS 

Modern Academy – Dubai visited the International School Braunschweig - Wolfsburg from  

12th -13th September. Members of the delegation were led by the Curriculum Head and the CAS 

Coordinator, Ms Chatterjee and Ms Poonawala, the Project Coordinator. 

Students from GEMS had the opportunity of taking part in our IB Diploma lessons like Language 

and Literature, Geography, Mathematics and German Ab-initio.  

Our school also hosted the “Inter-School Debate Tournament”, on 13th September. The topic of 

the debate was: ”Should parents have access to their children’s online social accounts?” Two 

teams took part in the debate from both of the schools and were judged by Ms Chatterjee, who 

is also a member of the World Debating Council and Mr Seetharam. The teams performed very 

well and kept the audience spellbound. The results were very close and the “Best Speaker“ 

awards went to Max from Year 11 and Ria from GEMS. Ms Hellert gave the inaugural address to 

the group. Mr Andreas Schreib from the CJD Central was also present during the occasion. Other 

joint activities undertaken by both the schools were support of “Love Story” project as a joint 

CAS project and students collectively packed the donations of books, games and toys for the 

project. The programme concluded with an “Appreciation Ceremony” for the two families actively 

involved in this project namely, Family Kessels and Family Mudaly.  

The International School and the GEMS Modern Academy are now planning on joint activities in 

the fields of CAS, TOK, Social Sciences and other areas in the near future. 

Naresh Seetharam, IBDP Coordinator/CAS Coordinator 

 

 

Secondary 1 – Ready, steady, GO…   
On the first two days of school all Secondary 1 students 

participated in a wide variety of activities designed to 

provide athletic challenges and opportunities for students 

to get to know one another. The main goal was to welcome 

all new students, especially those in Year 6 who are joining 

the Secondary level. We wanted to give them the chance to 

get to know their classmates, as well as students from other 

classes who they might have little contact with during the school day. Another priority was to 

develop team spirit, build team-working skills, and have fun together. After the sport challenges 

were finished and team spirit was achieved, we celebrated together with a barbeque.  

 

Many thanks to the students and parents who contributed salads, and especially to Mr Dybka 

and Mr Lewis! Thanks to the students for their active participation, for working together with 

their teams, and for making this day a big success!  Moira Harms, Coordinator Secondary 1 
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Secondary 1 – HOT HOT HOT!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At last! Summer has arrived in Germany… 

On 25th August, it was 35°C. All students who completed their homework on a regular basis were 

rewarded with a water fight during Study Time. We had buckets, sponges, and a funny looking 

clown with water squirting out of his head. We had used all of it to get each other wet and to 

cool off. It was a lot of fun, and the best way to beat the heat on a hot day. Afterwards, we 

returned to our afternoon lessons cooled and refreshed.   Moira Harms, Coordinator Secondary 1 

 

 

Spanish Department -Secondary I  Visit to the 

Museum of Photographie 

Txema Salvans. Spain-Based on a True Story 

Txema Salvans is interested in the private and leisure life 

of his compatriots. For more than ten years, he has been 

taking pictures of people celebrating weddings, 

holidaying in their own country and passing time in the same region of Spain. These photos were 

grouped into three themes: „Nice to meet you“ (2005) Salvans was part of a family for one day; „ 

My Kingdom“ (2016) the global financial and economic crisis that has hit Spain, especially hard 

and its consequences ; and „The Waiting Game“, Where is the person mentally, if he or she is 

only physically present? 

The high point of the day, was just the memory as we walked to the museum. We arrived to an 

old, beautiful white building, filled with pictures. We spent some time discovering even small 

details of the photos. Later, we sat down and commented on which of the photos were our 

favorites ones and why. Nelson 

Salvans is not taking pictures of pretty views, like the ones you see in turistic catalogs, but he 

shows intimate and sometimes painful black and white photographs. Lena  

I liked the visit because the pictures told a short story, revealing the vulnerability of people. The 

photos had meaning, were soundly composed and caused a big impression on the observers.  

Kerolos 

I was not very keen of visiting the museum, but I have to say, that I had a great time. It was very 

interesting. It was worth it. Baxter  
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Secondary Afternoon Room   
On Friday, 2nd September, the Secondary Afternoon 

Room went for a "sweet walk". Accompanied by Mr 

Lewis and Mr Dybka, all pupils walked to a place that serves frozen 

yogurt, ice-cream and many other delicious treats. After the order was placed, everybody sat 

outside and indulged themselves with their best flavours. What a perfect ending to a very tiring 

week of studying! 

 

On Friday, 9th September, the Gospel choir “Livslust” from Sweden made a visit to our school. 

The CJD has partnered up with the choir and offered them a place to stay for the weekend of 

their concert. The concert itself was a part of the Gospel church day. About 240 young singers 

from “Livslust” came to take part in the event. Our school was kind enough to offer them a place 

of accommodation. Teachers from our school along with students, gave the visitors a tour 

around our school. Later that day, we had a chance to enjoy the sample of the show prepared by 

the choir. It was very spectacular and everybody enjoyed it. Everybody then had been invited to 

the concert that took place on the next day in the centre of Braunschweig. 

 

 

Primary Afternoon Room 
During the afternoon, the students took part in a 

Competition Week which was a lot of fun. Through various 

events such as Paper air plane flying and Water games, the 

students were able to win points for their Houses. 

Especially the Water games, which was well received since 

the weather was unusually warm. Some students were able 

to cool off with a nice water fight and ice cream after! 

 

 

RC/Year 1 Afternoon Room 
The Reception and Year 1 Afternoon Room started back to school 

with fantastic warm weather and weeks filled with activities. The 

children enjoyed using the warm weather to play outdoors, get to 

know one another better, and participate in many fun water 

activities and competitive games. Our ‘International Week’ this 

term, was about Germany and we enjoyed making our own 

bracelets using the colours of the German flag, eating traditional 

pretzels, and listening to fairy tales from the Brothers Grimm. 

We followed up with exploring the area of music by singing and 

playing the instruments that the children created on their own. 
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Music department  

“Because of you, we play music more”  

Music department would like to give the greatest appreciation to the instruments  

donators! Because of your support, we enjoy playing and practicing more at school. 

Thank you Ms Barry - your comfortable piano chair make us sit longer and practise more on the 

white piano located in the entrance hall. 

Thank you Mr Berger - your bass guitar saves our songs. “All about that bass…” 

Thank you Ms Vahle - your recorders and the acoustic guitar allow more kids to share and 

practice. 

Thank you Anne - your violin gives us a chance to touch and hear a real violin sound. 

Finally, thank you students who regularly practice during the break, before or after the school 

time. Your tune fills up the entrance hall beautifully. Take your time and feel free to learn more 

new melodies and chords. Practice makes perfect.    Wendy Yau, Music teacher 

 

 

Library 
The new School Year 2016/2017 has started very positively for 

me, for two reasons: first of all, I was pleased to see all our 

staff members and the students after the Summer Break, and 

secondly, because our library has got a lot of new items! 

The students of the Primary School will enjoy a new “Storytime” 

magazine published monthly by the Luma Works (London). This 

magazine is to be considered “one of the UK’s biggest for kids.” 

The “Storytime: Classic Tales to Read, Love and Share” magazine 

website states the following: “There is no greater joy than getting lost in a good story. When kids 

read for the sheer pleasure of it, it improves reading, writing, spelling and vocabulary, but best 

of all it’s just fantastic fun! 

That’s why we made Storytime. Each month, Storytime magazine is packed with brilliant tales for 

boys and girls of all ages.  

Thanks to the donations our collection for the Primary School has been fulfilled by the 

“Wieso?Weshalb?Warum?” series published by the Ravensburger Buchverlag.  

The IGCSE students now can profit from the Cambridge IGCSE items on Chemistry, Biology and 

Physics. IB students are welcome to use the Revision Guides for IB DP on Physics, Mathematics 

and Geography. 

Wishing all a successful school year!      Maryna Stern, Librarian 
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Information about the classes  

RC 
The Reception Class Team would like to wish a 

very warm welcome to the parents for a happy 

and successful new school year with us. 

We started the new school year with many 

exciting activities. In August, we focused on 

learning about being at school and settled in our 

class activities with great enthusiasm.  We learned 

and celebrated the importance of colours by 

experimenting, exploring and also enjoyed 

dressing up in primary colours! Now we know a lot about the magic of colours. 

In September, we have started with the theme ‘All About Me’ and are learning about ourselves as 

unique individuals. We crafted ourselves and enjoyed looking at our special features in the 

mirror, helping us to carefully observe the colour of our eyes, skin and hair. 

We are looking forward to our duck project in the Braunschweig Oker River. We crafted our 

ducks with great care and thoughtful thinking!  

In numeracy, we are beginning to learn about the importance of numbers with the help of 

rhymes, stories and crafting activities. In literacy, we are beginning to learn about letters with 

the help of stories and we love sharing our objects for the letter of the week.  

We also enjoyed our rainbow cake prepared by Ms Vahle and had an opportunity to observe 

colours of a rainbow!          RC Team 

 

 

Year 1  
Year 1 has been very busy since the start of the school. In 

SST, we have been learning all about our bodies and 

senses. We loved tracing each other’s body on paper and 

closely observing our faces to make self-portraits. Students 

in Year 1 have also completed sensory activities to 

experience and learn how each of our 5 senses work. 

In maths, students have been enhancing their number 

sense, comparing varying amounts and learning about 2D shapes. It was a lot of fun making 

shapes by using our bodies and working together as a team. We also loved making 2D shapes 

with clay/sticks to demonstrate edges and sides. 

Year 1 had its first special visitor come to the class to teach about safe behaviour in traffic 

situations. Mr. Bahr, from the local police department, demonstrated how to safely cross the 

road and how to recognize safe crossing points. Together we practiced various situations and in 

the end, every student received their pedestrian license.    Class Team Year 1 
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Year 2 
As part of our Jungle Fever topic, we visited the local zoo to see and learn more about 

animals. We saw tigers and cheeky monkeys. One of the monkeys almost grabbed Mr McCaw´s 

phone! We even went into the jungle house. It was very hot there. We were not allowed to feed 

the tigers, but we fed the goats and raccoons. That was fun! Now we are all looking forward to 

visiting the Botanical Garden in November, where we´re going to learn more about the plants 

and trees growing in the jungle.        Class Team Year 2 

     

 

Year 3  

We have had a great start to the year. We just 

finished up our unit in English on instructions by 

writing our own instructions. Our instructions used 

transition words like first, next, after that, lastly, 

finally and also imperative verbs. We also tested 

our ability to follow instructions by making a paper mache mask in art lesson. This was 

messier than expected but everybody ended up with a pretty cool mask. In maths, we 

worked very hard at telling time to the nearest minute. It took some work to sort out 25 

past, from 25 to! Please ask us what time it is – we’re especially good at telling time 

right before lunch. Finally, we’d like to welcome all new students and say goodbye to 

Sophia and Nonoka.      Written by Matilda, Yuna and Ms Beckmann 

 

Year 4 
Year 4 has started the year at its normal pace and enthusiasm. The children have sadly bid 

goodbye to one of their dear friends, Victoria, who has now gone back to her home country, 

Spain. The class also warmly welcomes Sabine, who has joined this school year. 

 

 

Year 5  
We are already working hard in all of our subjects and have the 

pleasure of welcoming three new students to our class. Joining us 

are Guilherme, Ethan and Gloria who have already settled in nicely. 

We’re very happy that you’ve joined us! 

Mathematics 

T  his week, we had our Maths lesson outside. Our general topic was Transformations. We 

are rotating, reflecting and translating two-dimensional shapes. We are learning how to 

draw a four quadrant graph and label it properly. But we didn’t just transform shapes 

on paper! We drew the 2D shapes on the ground and coloured our pictures. Every 

group did a very good job and enjoyed experiencing math in a new dimension. 
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Year 6  
Year 6 has been very busy, working very diligently on preparing for their Checkpoint 

test in English and Math. Mr Berger has also prepared Year six for the upcoming 

checkpoint test at the end of the school year. The current topic is, The human body and 

the functions of the organ systems.            Keep up the great work Year 6! 
 

Year 7 
Year 7 has recently been very busy during the Music lessons. 

Ms Yau really knows how to make students practice effectively. 

The children have been divided into small groups having a little 

bit of time to study how to play different instruments. All groups 

rotate through station to station with the opportunity to try many 

different instruments. There is a “guitar station”, the “electronic keyboard station”, a 

piano, a complete drum set and additional smaller drums and few other instruments. 

With all of the above, practicing is lots of fun. By having this opportunity to constantly 

improving their skills, students will show improvement very soon.  

 

Year 8  
First we would like to welcome our new school mates, Ruth and Baxter. We are happy to 

have you as new members of our group! At the same time, unfortunately, we also had 

to say goodbye to Nora. We also had to say farewell to Lilly, but luckily, it’s only until 

Christmas! We are really looking forward to this school year. Many new challenges are 

waiting for us. What is new? For one thing, we have to master our school day without 

the help of Mr Lewis. We have to organize ourselves and support each other more than 

ever before. As for new challenges, this is our last year in Secondary 1. Next year we 

will take our second official Cambridge Checkpoint tests in Maths, Science, and English. 

Of course our aim is to achieve the best results possible, so we know that we will have 

to work very hard to accomplish that goal. 

 

Year 9 
 

 

Year 9 is currently learning music history. All about 

Renaissance and Baroque, their composers & music 

(e.g. J.S. Bach). Anna, Eva and Leyla are particularly 

involved and regularly visiting the music room 

during break time to play some of Bach's song. 
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Year 9 / Year 10 
IGCSE KICK OFF 2016 

Year 9 and 10 started the new school year with the IGCSE 

KICK OFF at the CJD Chancengarten. The focus of this day 

was on introducing new students to their classes, solving 

problem-based tasks and mastering teambuilding 

activities in a surrounding different from the regular 

classroom. Supported by the Boarding House Event Team, 

students could also try out archery and finally participate 

in a Chaos Game. A day full of activities and fun. 

 

 

Year 10 / Senior School 
Theatre Workshop for Years 10, 11 and 12 

Salvatore Greco, German actor with an 

international background, conducted a 

theatre workshop for the older students. 

He raised the students’ awareness on body 

language and also on how to be successful 

in a job interview. Students were 

encouraged to think about their personal 

situation and about their dreams and 

perspectives for the future. In short role 

plays, they could try out interview situations and how important the first impression usually is. 

After lunch, everybody enjoyed participating in some relaxation and breathing exercises. 

 

 

Senior School   
Year 11 Organic Breakfast on 12.09.2016 

As a part of their English B HL option, Year 11 students 

organized an “Organic Breakfast” for the visiting group of IB 

students from GEMS Modern Academy-Dubai.  

They designed a “Breakfast Rating Questionnaire” for the 

visitors to rate their breakfast as a part of their assessment. 

Amongst the guests was Ms Hellert, who actively partook in 

the breakfast and rated it. The platter consisted of organic 

vegetables, fruits, cheese, juice, jam, butter, whole wheat organic bread, eggs, honey, 

salami tea, muesli, milk and coffee. Keep up the good work Year 11! 

Naresh Seetharam, IBDP Coordinator/CAS Coordinator 
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Last minute information 
House Captains are elected! 

Each Year House Captains are elected from Year 7 

and Vice Captains from Year 6. This year the 

following members will proudly lead their Houses: 

Vice captains: Filippa – Ricarda Huch (Green House), 

Nila – Konrad Koch (Yellow House), Valentin – Georg 

Westermann (Red House), Gregor – Friedrich Gauss 

(Blue House) 

 

Captains: 

1. Marc – Ricarda Huch (Green House) 

2. Ella – Konrad Koch (Yellow House) 

3. Lena – Georg Westermann (Red House) 

4. Lea - Friedrich Gauss (Blue House) 

 

Congratulations! Hope you have a successful year and strive hard  

to make your House win! 

 

 

 

Quellenhinweis: Jungle Clip Art, clipartpanda.com (S. 10) 
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The CJD Braunschweig is an institution within the Christlichen Jugenddorfwerk Deutschland e.V. (CJD) - 73061 

Ebersbach - Teckstr.23 - www.cjd.de 

Every year the CJD offers 155,000 adolescents and young adults’ orientation and prospects for the future. 9,500 

employees and many volunteers at over 150 locations offer support, teach training skills and provide education. 

The Christian concept of the human being linked with the motto “Let no one fall by the wayside” make up the 

core of our work. 

Donations to account 121 111 · Nord/LB Braunschweig 250 500 00 

 

 

 

Give opportunities. 

Yes! 
 

 I donate! 

mailto:caceres@cjd-braunschweig.de
http://www.cjd.de/

