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Dear parents, dear students, dear staff members, 

Now it is time to say Good Bye. Two weeks ago, you have set up a great farewell party 

for me. I have been touched by all of your good wishes for me and I really enjoyed the 

show. I have to thank you all for your engagement in the International School 

Braunschweig – Wolfsburg. In my professional career, I could see that there was an 

outstanding chance to build up a CJD International School. This school has been an 

asset to the entire CJD program. It has served as a great place to learn, to work and to 

live in for all of you. I’m convinced that this school will stay; and be a remarkable offer 

for all families in the region of Braunschweig and it will continue to grow. I’m looking 

forward to the jubilee of 20 years CJD International School Braunschweig – Wolfsburg in 

2024. I will be there! Good bye and thank you. 

Yours  

 

 

 

Ursula Hellert 
 

                                
 

Dear parents, students and staff members, 

I would like to take the chance and express my gratitude to everybody welcoming me 

into my new position as Head of School! I am looking forward to the new school year – 

working and celebrating together with all of you. 

My thanks go to Ms Hellert who organised a fluent transition and who gave the biggest 

support to allow a good start! 

But first of all: we all deserve our Summer Break – enjoy the free time with your family 

and friends. Looking forward to seeing you back in school in August!  

Yours, 

 

 

 

 

Anne Köneke,  

Head of School  

Newsletter            No. 2/2018 
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School Life   

Pangea Mathematics Competition 
Students of Year 4 and 5 participated in the Pangea 

Mathematics competition which is held in 18 countries in Europe. 

Our school participated through the UK chapter. About 6,000 students were registered 

in the UK. Only 165 students qualified for the finals and 6 of our students successfully 

made it too! There were three from Year 4 - Simone Persson (100 marks), Leo Kaiser 

and Maria Lapinski (both got 88.5) and three from Year 5 - Om Jagtap (100 marks), 

Ayman El-Essawi (88 marks) and Charlotte Umbach (87 marks) and hence travelled to 

London, where the finals took place on 12th May. The final three winners were chosen 

from each year. We are proud to announce 2 of the 6 

International School students successfully stood on 

the victory platform! Simone Persson won the third 

prize from Year 4 category, winning the bronze medal 

and a cash voucher of 75 BP. Om Jagtap from Year 5 

bagged the first prize from the Year 5 Group. He won 

the Gold medal and a cash voucher of 150 BP. We are 

very proud of our students for confidently 

representing our school! A big thank you goes to the 

parents for their kind support! 

 

IB Class of 2018 ceremony 
The IB Ceremony is an exciting event in the 

calendar of our International School, not just 

for our Year 12 students, but also for their 

friends and family. The official opening of the 

ceremony was declared open at 10.30am on 

2nd June, with the class of 2018 being led by 

Ms Hellert (Head of School) followed by Ms 

Mukherji (Academic Dean) and the IB faculty 

members. Our award ceremonies are a major 

highlight of the academic year, with this year’s award for outstanding performance 

going to Carina Troche for Academic excellence. The CAS award was bagged by Frauke 

Häck. Inspiring speeches were given by Ms Hellert, Ms Troche, Mr Löbbecke and Mr 

Seetharam. The highlight this year was the address of the gathering by Maksim 

Timofeev. There's nothing like experiencing music on such an occasion. Students from 

Year 10E and Year 8 gave a wonderful performance with a unique combination of piano 

and violin. The ceremony concluded with “Throwing off the shackles” and a reception.

        Naresh Seetharam, IBDP Coordinator 
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Chinese Class -100% archieved! 
Our experience with the Chinese language 

On 19th May, 2018, Year 8 Chinese class went to the 

Leibniz-Konfuzius-Institut Hanover for a language 

examination, the Chinese proficiency Test (HSK 

Basic), organized by Hanban (The Chinese Language 

Council International). The Chinese Proficiency Test is an international standardized 

exam which tests and rates Chinese language proficiency. It assesses non-native 

Chinese speakers’ abilities in using the Chinese language in their daily, academic and 

professional lives. The test consisted of a listening and a reading part. There were 

about 30 other participants from all over Niedersachsen, mostly university students, 

and nearly all were way older than us. 

We have learned the Chinese language for three semesters and now have some 

experience with this language. The class particularly enjoys focusing on interesting 

aspects of this language such as the four different accents that can be applied to any 

syllable, making the language unique, and, likewise, the Chinese characters that are 

really fun to write. Difficulties for the students are memorizing the Chinese vocabulary 

as they already have to learn Spanish vocabulary by heart. And even though writing 

characters is fun for the students, it is for all of them somewhat difficult. We really like 

Chinese and recommend it to everyone, for it is not as hard to learn as many people 

think. Furthermore, we also enjoyed many activities such as making posters and 

Christmas cards. Now the students can all prove themselves by speaking to each other 

in Chinese, talking about common topics such family, food or sports. 

Gregor thoughts on the Chinese language: “I really like that the grammar is really 

simple which makes it easier to learn. The only hard part is writing the characters, but 

with some practice, you can do it.“ 

“It`s fun learning about the characters, because it is a very ancient way of writing and it 

is very nice to see it on your paper which look nearly as good as the ones in the book,“ 

Marc opined about the characters. 

And this is what the Chinese teacher, Ms Wang, had to say about her class: “I have a 

very motivated class. We have a lot of fun and I really enjoy teaching the students. In 

May 2019, my students will sit the exam in Hannover for their second Chinese 

Certificate.”  

       Written by Marc, Gregor and Jannik 

 

The certificates will be handed out within the next days. All three students achieved 

very good results… Jannik has exceeded all expectations achieving 100 %! 

 Ms Wang would like to congratulate everyone on their success!  

Keep up the good work, boys!  
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News from the Houses 
Two more house competitions were held simultaneously in the primary section: Story Writing 

and Story Telling. The events were held on the World Book Day, 23rd April, which was celebrated 

in the International School. 

For Story writing, the students were given a starter and they were asked to write their own story 

based on it. There were many creative stories submitted and the judges had a tough time in 

deciding who the winners where going to be. 

 

 

Finally, the best story (written) award went to Daniel 

(Year 2), Simeon (Year 4) and Nihar (Year 5) 

 

 

 

 

For Story Telling, the students could choose any story and present it in front of the audience 

Many excited students participated and with the help of some props, they presented their 

stories. It was quite entertaining. After a great deal of discussion, the jurors could decide on who 

the winners would be. 

 

The best story telling awards were given  

to Pranav (Year2), Charlotte (Year 5), Claudia (Year 5)  

and Ayman (Year 5) 

Three cheers to all the winners! 

 

 

 

Thank you, PTA! 
Music department  

The new headsets have noise-reduction function and the external 

mics, both are essential for music production. While the USB interface 

provides up to 4 audio inputs for voices, guitars, keyboards and other 

instruments, enable us to record our live music in a better studio 

quality.  

From Year 6 onwards, students are encouraged using technology to 

create music, for example, sequencing software to remix and edit 

sounds, or notation software to write and publish their songs. Even our Year 9 students are 

using the new equipment to record their IGCSE music performance coursework this term.  

        Thank you PTA again for your great support! 
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Year 5 Graduation Ceremony 
Graduation from Primary School is a significant 

milestone in a child’s life. It is a time to  

celebrate the final accomplishment of the 

Primary years at school which in turn, brings 

excitement and nervousness as they anticipate 

the new opportunities and challenges of 

the Middle School ahead of them! 

The International School celebrated its Year 5 Graduation Ceremony on Thursday, 21st June at 

the school assembly. It was a huge success. Parents joined the show. All students of Year 5 were 

in the limelight! Year 6 presented short skits for Year 5, where they highlighted the important 

changes in the middle school. Mrs A. Koeneke gave a warm welcome to the Year 5 students.  

Well done to all our Year 5 children! 

 

 

News from Music Department 

“Klasse Wir Singen” Concert  

The concert was successfully held on 28th May, 2018 in the 

Volkswagen Halle. This is our second enrolment in this national 

wide singing activity. We were one of the 15 schools singing 

altogether that evening. That was a great event to meet and 

see thousands of children and parents within the Braunschweig 

region too. Thank you, for all your involvement and support to 

make this event unforgettable!  

This year we organized a co-activity: Colouring Competition. Year 1, 2 and 3 students coloured 

pictures which where related to the song context, and then we had 2 weeks to collect all votes 

from other classes. Each student or staff member were given a star sticker to vote for their 

favourite, and here are the top 3 winners from each class: Year 1 Jeain, Year 2 Yamato and Year 

3 Sophia.   

A small exhibition was setup in the music room and school entrance hall. Congratulation! 
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“Primary Talent Show”  
On 16th April, 2018, the annual primary talent show was held. The 

primary assembly started with a short congratulation to our Birthday 

kids and announced the green card reward, then our show began! 

Singing and dancing were the most popular choices, and there were 

more cultural elements and variety of languages shown this year. It has become more 

and more international! 

 

Class, Name Content Song name 

RC Jessica, Louise, Ellen, 

Kristina, Mina, Seoyoung, 

Dongwook, Mena, Soma, 

Arisa 

Y1 Claire, Fiona, Jaein, 

Rume, Willow, Geonil, 

Meriç, Zoé 

Dance 

 

“Waka Waka (This time for Africa)”  

by Shakira 

Y2 Emily Cello Alle Finger wollen Tanzen 

Y2 Svagat  Dance “Vasantha Mullai Pole Vandhu”  

Y2 Pranav Folk song  “Brahmam Okate” Sing in Hindu 

RC Vadiraj, Y3 Stuthi Folk dance “Yishamakara Kannan”  

Y2 Daniel Sing „Here comes the Sun“ by Beatles 

Y1 Alex, Y3 Andy, 

Shubham, Anup, Denis 

Dance “Uptown Funk” by Mark Ronson ft. Bruno Mars 

Y3 Alba Gymnastic “Sofia” by Aivara Solar 

Y4 Amelie & Carolina Sing  “One Call Away” by Charlie Putin  

Y4 Simone, Maria, Judith, 

Jael 

Magic 8 Magic Tricks 

Y5 Hanan & Taleen Sing “Number One for Me (Mother song)”  

by Maher Zain 

Y5 Om Piano “Hedwig’s Theme” from Harry Potter film 

Y5 Claudia Sing  “Bella y Bestia Son” from Disney film 

Sing in Spanish 

 

Thank you to all of the parents and staff that made this show an enjoyable one. As a reward, 

performers will gained a green card and earned an extra 50 points for their houses.  

Well done, kids! 
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Science Fair  
Group 4 Project of the IB Biology and Physics students 

– Science Fair for the Primary section 

On 17th May, we went to the science fair offered by IB 

students from the Senior school to students of the 

Primary section: Reception Class to Year 5 which meant about two hours of fun in the biology, 

physics and chemistry lab. We did different types of experiments. Some caused explosions, 

other showed electricity. We believe we all enjoyed the day so much because we could 

participate in such a wide range of activities from fruits 

conducting electricity to making play dough. It was just 

awesome! The science fair was amazing!Written by Simone 

and Maria  

 

Ranking of best-liked science experiments (from year 3) 

Water Rocket (6) / Potato Power (4) / Cornstarch Glue (3) 

/Melted Sweets (1) /Toothpaste (1) 

 

 

RC / Year 1 Afternoon Room 
Our afternoon room enjoyed the nice sunny weather with 

wonderful activities for inside and outside. The kids planted their 

own sunflowers and strawberries and watched them begin to 

grow with each new day. Even during our Earth Day week, we 

planted wildflower seeds in one  

of the garden high beds to attract and help the bees. The 

following weeks were full of excitement, fun and hard work while 

preparing for the big Knights and Princesses tournament. The 

kids made their own horses for the horse race, created their own 

knights armor and had the chance to test their bravery by reaching into the mouth of a dragon 

or by drinking its blood. The whole afternoon room showed a lot of effort and enjoyed the 

competitive tournament thoroughly. Now, we are 

getting ready to cheer on our favourite soccer teams 

by creating our own t-shirts and other fan articles to 

cheer on our teams at the World Cup during our 

summer break! Ms Sommer, Ms Vahle and all the 

afternoon room children would like to say thank you 

and goodbye to Ms Schneider and wish her all the 

best for her future! We will miss you!  

Have a great summer everyone! 
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Primary Afternoon Room  
On May 25th, 2018, as part of our Food Week, we made our own 

tea break sandwiches and made our very own lemonade. It was a 

lot of fun to make the sandwiches ourselves although it got a little 

bit messy. Squeezing the lemons and making sure there were no 

seeds was also interesting. In the end, everyone was proud of our 

efforts and it was much nicer eating our handmade food. Everyone 

had full stomachs afterwards! 

 

 

Soccer match V CJD Gymnasium 
On Tuesday, 19th June, the CJD International school played their highly anticipated return soccer 

match against the CJD Gymnasium School. The stage was set for an exciting encounter and wow 

did it deliver.... The match was a see - saw battle which saw the International school take the 

lead going into the break, leading two goals to one. The Gymnasium school came out firing on 

all cylinders in the second half and applied unlimited pressure on the CJD International goal. We 

fought and played on another level and established a lead of 5 to 2. However the CJD 

Gymnasium fought back and tied the game scoring a goal in the last minute of regulation time 

to make it a draw at 5 -5. It was a nail biting match enjoyed by supporters from both CJD 

International and CJD Gymnasium schools. Goal scorers for CJD International: Hannes,, Kieran , 

Valentin, Thiago and Amir. 

Man of the Match: Thiago (goalkeeper), pulling off some remarkable saves and scoring an 

unbelievable goal from his own penalty box.  
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Sports Day 2018 
On June 12th, 2018, Years 2 

to 8 participated in our annual 

sports day. The activities included 80 meter race, 400 meter race, long jump and shot put. We 

would like to give a big thanks to Mr Dybka and Mr Lewis for planning and carrying out the 

event, Mr Jed Stern for his technical support, the wonderful speech given by Ms Mukherji and to 

the parents, helping staff members and the class teams for providing lunch and assisting in the 

events. It was a very competitive day as the children put in a lot of effort and spirit.  

Everyone had a lot of fun and can’t wait for next year! 

 

 

Project Classes 

Chess tournament 

8 students (Kerolos, Gregor, Anton, Aurelia, Shubham, 

Andy, Denis and Ignacio) of our International School 

successfully took part in a chess tournament. They did 

well and won 3rd place out of six teams from different 

schools in Braunschweig. We are really proud of them, 

especially as the youngest one is of age 7, only! A big 

thank you goes to Mr Johannes Zylla, who teaches the students interested in chess during our 

afternoon program! And last but not least: thank you, Ms Schmidt, for accompanying and 

supporting the students during the tournament! 
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Information about the classes  

RC / Year 1  
The Reception and Year One children had a great time on their 

trip to the farm. The children have expressed their joy through 

writing activities and stated: 

“It was so great that we saw so 

many different animals”- Greta 

“There was a funny rooster 

and when we clapped our 

hands he made funny sounds!” 

- Jaein 

“The wolves were so cool!” - 

Geonil & Prithri 

“We had such a good time that 

the day went so quickly” – Zoe       “I milked a cow” – Riho    

“I saw a cute rabbit on the farm!” - Mina 

We relived our memories through crafting booklets on the farm 

and shared some of our unforgettable experiences.  

We would like to wish you all a wonderful summer break!  

The Reception Class and Year 1 Team 

 

 

Year 2  

Here we are at the end of our Year 2 year, 

and with so many stories and adventures! 

We were a small class this year, which gave 

us time to become quite a close-knit 

group.  Some of our favourite memories 

from this year were: our performance at 

“Klasse! Wir Singen”, World Book Day, our 

trip to the “Filmtier Park” and our in-class 

Superhero Math Challenges that we worked 

so hard to achieve. We are excited to be 

growing-up and can’t wait to be Year 3 

students. We look forward to seeing you next school year and have a great summer!   

Year 2 Class Team 
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Year 3 
This term Year 3 enjoyed some experiments both in Science and in 

Mathematics to make the topics more fun to learn. They did a lot of 

experiments on magnets to test their strength and their properties. 

These were fun-filled lessons and they did not realise how the lesson time just passed 

by! To grasp the difficult topic of reading the  analogue and digital clocks the students 

crafted a clock, which had both the analogue and digital ways of reading time! With the 

help of this clock reading any time was so much easier!  

The class team and the students would like to thank our parent volunteer,  

Ms Djemailovic, who tirelessly came every Friday to school and supported so many 

students with reading, focusing on their pronunciation and above all, teaching the 

beginners how to form proper sentences while answering reading comprehension 

tasks! The class team wishes everyone a wonderful summer break, but are very sad to 

bid goodbye to Olive, who will move to England in summer.           Year 3 class team 
  

Day trip to the “Filmtierpark” 

On June 5th, 2018, our class went on a day trip to the Filmtierpark in 

Eschede. There are many animals that are specially trained to work 

in movies and television shows. We got to explore the whole park 

and feed many different animals but the highlight was that some of 

us got to feed the big cats such as lions, tigers or black panthers! We 

also got to play on a huge bounce 

castle that the park set up just for 

us. That was an experience we will 

never forget. 

 

 

Year 4  
Interesting Investigations! Year 4 Trip to Torfhaus  

As the students said goodbye to their parents at the 

train station, the class was filled with excitement and 

wonder about what layed ahead. When they arrived at the youth hostel, the students were given  

the freedom to play in the amazing playground and explore the grounds. Choosing their own 

rooms at the hostel felt very exciting, however making their own beds presented a challenge for 

some! During the week at the Torfhaus, the students got in touch with nature through hiking, 

nature trails and making campfires. They also learned a lot of new games that taught them 

about animal behaviour. On Wednesday, they spent one afternoon in Bad Harzburg and visited 

the Baumwipfelpfad. The glass bottom part of the bridge was a favourite for many! A highlight of 

our trip was seeing Freddie the Fox who often visited the youth hostel. The children learned not 

to feed wild animals and respect nature.     A great time was had by all!  
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Year 5  

Class trip 

As the school year begins to come to a close, Year 5 

took its class trip to the Harz mountains.  The first day 

they spent adventuring through the mountain trails geo-caching and looking for 

treasures. The second day was spent wondering the town of Goslar site seeing and enjoying a 

cold ice cream treat. On the following day they visited a Mine Museum, and learned about the 

history of what it was like to be a miner. It was a full week of enjoyment and learning! 

 

Solar System Project 

In the third term of our science class with Mr Berger, we talked about and explored the solar 

system. Then we got the task to build a model of our solar system. Some students used 

Styrofoam balls, others used playdough, while others used wooden balls. Everyone had a 

different idea of how their model should look like.  One student even made a cake of the solar 

system! In the End, we had a competition with our models. Many teachers voted on the models 

and the top 5 places were: 1st) Hiroto - 2nd) Hanan - 3rd) Nihar  - 4th) Hiroshi - 

5th) Charlotte, Ahmet, Jan (3 way tie)     written by Charlotte Umbach 

 

 

Year 6  
The last month has been incredibly hectic for Year 6 students with many various fun 

activities and trips. 

Löwenbande 

We participated in the Lowenbande 

tournament on 30th May. We came as a 

team, and left as a team, having reached the 

semi-finals. Unfortunately, we lost on 

penalties which was a sad end although we 

came in 5th place. Of course we will do even 

better next year! 
 

Computer course 

We have also had some computer courses from 

Mr Stern who showed us various websites and 

programmes that we can use to create 

presentations. We planned on making 

presentations about what we did on our class trip 

given the fact that the skills we acquired will also 

be useful for the future. Everyone learned a lot.   
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Year 6 Class trip  

We went on a class trip to Hastings! After an 15 hour bus 

journey, we arrived and went to the city to get some food 

and do some shopping. Over the following days, we went 

to the beach, visited Hastings Castle and went to an 

aquarium. We also went to the Emirates Football Stadium, 

saw the London Eye and even went to the London 

Dungeons and The Natural History Museum. Of course we 

ate plenty of healthy meals such as fish and chips, pizza 

and tacos. 

 

Preparing Year 5 graduation 

As we had a few minutes of spare time, we also planned the graduation ceremony for 

year 5. We created a show showing the differences between the primary and secondary 

rules as well as some other surprises and we were really looking forward to performing 

it on stage for them.      Written by Year 6 students 

 

Year 7 
On Thursday, 14th June, Year 6 and 7 went on a Daytrip to 

the river Oker. We learned about how lakes are formed 

and how they flow.We also did a lot of walking to the Oker 

park. We also talked about the environment and wildlife in 

and around the river Oker. It was a very interesting field 

trip.     Written by Nila and Valentin 

 

 

Year 8  

Trip to DLR School Lab  

Year 8 went on a day trip to the DLR (Deutsches Luft- und 

Raumfahrtzentrum [German Air and Space Travelling Centre]) School Lab 

which is located near the Braunschweig airport. On arriving there, the students first 

watched a short film, introducing the four main projects the DLR is currently working 

on: aeronautics, space, transportation and climate. Then the students were divided into 

five groups, each doing three out of five projects concerning the DLR’s current work: air 

traffic control, flight simulator, flight to ISS, wind tunnel & mission to a comet: Rosetta. 

Among the students, the station “Air Traffic Control“ was most popular since it was the 

most realistic simulation they would encounter, involving four students working as a 

team to correctly navigate planes to land. Two of them would be pilots while the other 

two would be air traffic controllers. In this way, interested students could experience 

what it would be like to work as a flight controller. 
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Second most popular was the “Flight Simulator“ where 

students could sit in a model plane with a screen in front of 

them and simulate piloting a plane as accurately as possible. 

This gave the student a tiny insight of what the work of a 

piloting involves. The “Flight to ISS” (International Space 

Station) was certainly a somewhat extraordinary experience for the students because 

they wore VR (virtual reality) goggles and so could experience the flight as an astronaut 

would. They were not only able to see space, the sun and the earth from different 

perspectives but also look at and touch objects inside and outside the space station ISS 

through virtual hands. All in all, everyone thoroughly enjoyed this class trip and would 

love to do it again. This day trip is recommended to all classes that would like to take a 

real look at the job of the air traffic controller or pilot and experience science, space 

and technology.    Written by 

Gregor  

 

Badalona-Braunschweig Exchange  

Last year in December, a couple of students from a 

school in Badalona visited Braunschweig as every 

year. This May, it was our turn to visit their home. 

Most of the year 8 class flew from the Hanover 

airport to Barcelona on Friday, 4th May. The Spanish 

students and their parents welcomed us with a self-

made banner and from there, everyone went home with his or her exchange family. The 

next two days were “Family Days“ to get to know the family and the surroundings. The 

activities were decided by the exchange students’ family. On Monday was the first 

school-organised activity: we went to Barcelona. The main attraction was the Parc de la 

Ciutadella, where we had to make videos of 15 different places for an oral presentation 

for the Spanish students.  

The following day was spent mostly in school: first we had a drama workshop and then 

an arts workshop. In drama we were told to do things in Spanish which helped practice 

our language skills. In arts, we made a little notebook using fabric and paper.  

One evening, the Dimoni, a giant figure made of papier-mâché, was burned, being 

accompanied by music, fireworks and happy people celebrating this event. This is a 

festival unique to Badalona, symbolising the destruction of the past years´ demonic  

figures and especially the bad thoughts and ideas of people. Last year it had been 

about the refugee crisis while this year it was about Catalunya´s independence. It was a 

memorable evening!  

All in all, it was great experience to have. We made new friends and could even improve 

on some of our Spanish. If we could, we would definitely do it again, especially since we 

missed our exchange partners the moment we left Spain.        Written by Lena and Miyu  
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Year 9  

Class trip to Stralsund 

5 days of our long class trip to Stralsund, located in the 

Northern part of Germany, was personally, the first time for myself going on a 

class trip. It is a pity that there are no other words than fun, exhilarating or amusing 

that can show how exquisite it was there. It was even more fun, because we visited 

there as a class and not alone. How was it like, I will tell you now. We, Year 9, spent our 

first day mostly on the train. We left Braunschweig Hbf at 10:00 and arrived in Stralsund 

at 15:00. Nothing other than 5 hours on the train can sound boring, although with the 

class, nothing can be sweeter than that. The moment we arrived in Stralsund, our 

fascinating journey began. However, as the people say, everything has an end. Our four 

long days had passed like four seconds, and there came the time when we had to go 

back to our home, where our families were awaiting for us. The day when we swam in 

the icy cold sea, the day when we were all together standing in front of a water tank in 

the Ozeaneum, the day when we were in the Waldseilpark, and the days when 

everybody was spread out in the city enjoying their free time, now became a time in 

which it can never come back again. Leaving all these in the deepest part of my heart, I 

leave this invaluable piece of memory in this newsletter. Wishing for myself to have 

another beauteous memory like this, someday in my life.         Written by Hobeen 

 

 

Pig eye dissection 

As an experiment in the biology lesson, we had a 

dissection with a pig eye. I could see that all of us were 

very excited but also disgusted at the same time. The 

fact that we were dissecting something was exhilarating 

to everybody. However, it was a problem to some that 

something was a pig eye. Personally, this experiment 

was indescribably intriguing. Every step of the 

dissection made my heart beat faster with excitement. I have been dreaming of myself 

being a surgeon, operating in the hospital, saving people’s lives. When I sat in the 

biology lab, dissecting a pig’s eye, I felt as if I was actually a surgeon, at that very 

moment. Even though, I wasn’t saving someone’s life or using professional operating 

tool, the fact that I was dissecting something was a great experience to me.  

All the containments in the pig’s eye were not as dazzling as a ruby or a diamond, but 

the experiment that I did was more valuable than a ruby and a diamond. Coming to an 

end of the article, I want to thank Ms Timme for offering this to us, the Year 9, this was 

a worthwhile experiment.                  Written by Hobeen  
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Year 10 
./. 

 

Senior School 

Year 11 – Biology: Stöckheims Fingerprint 

On 16th May, the Biology Higher Level Year 11 

students went on a field trip to the 

“Biotechnological school laboratory” in 

Stöckheim. There the students analyzed their genetic fingerprint (DNA variations in 

non-coding DNA used to identify individuals) by isolating the DNA of their cheek cells.  

The day started with a presentation of the supervisor about what a genetic fingerprint 

is while mentioning some fun facts comparing it to the regular fingerprint. As an 

example, while the normal finger print is always different, so it never matches with the 

fingerprint of another individual, the genetic fingerprint of identical twins is the same. 

The doctor then explained that the students were each going to be looking at their own 

Fingerprints and will be comparing them to each other. For this the students applied 

common molecular biological methods such as DNA extraction, Polymerase Chain 

Reaction (PCR) to amplify the genetic material and Gel electrophoresis to make the DNA 

fragments visible. The class learned that the Polymerase Chain reaction is a method to 

replicate (amplify) a specific segment of DNA over several orders of magnitude outside 

the cell. The students were then explained how the PCR works step by step in order to 

understand the background of what they are doing while working in the laboratory. 

Furthermore, the students learned that now their DNA was amplified but still not ready 

to be read. The doctor introduced the class to the Agarose Gel Electrophoresis method, 

which is used to separate the mixed population of macromolecules (which the students 

have previously amplified) according to their size through a matrix of an electric field, 

so that the students are then able to compare their DNA fingerprints.      Written by Joel  

 

Primary data collection in 

Geography:  

International tourism survey in 

Hohenschwangau 

Within the group 3 subjects in IBDP, 

Geography is distinctive in its spatial 

dimension and occupies a middle 

ground between social and natural 

sciences. The Diploma Programme geography course integrates physical, 

environmental and human geography and emphasises on acquiring the elements of 

both socio-economic and scientific methodologies. 
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IBDP as a student’s centric programme, ensures that the students should be able to 

make connection between the classroom teaching and to the real world situations, 

which in turn will help them to develop life skills and respect for alternative 

approaches, viewpoints and ideas. Primary data collection in geography is an integral 

part of the course, which enables students to verify the real world on a variety of scales 

and perspectives.   

Students conducted two days of field survey on the aspect of the socio-economic and 

environmental impact of international tourism in the Bavarian Alpine region of 

Hohenschwangau, worldwide known for the Neuschwanstein Castle built by the 

Bavarian king Ludwig II and later on became Walt Disney’s inspiration for the Sleeping 

Beauty castle, creating an enormous pull of the international tourists of around 1.5 

million every year only on this touristic honeypot. The field survey involved both the 

quantitative and qualitative primary data collection processes, mainly based on 

systematic and random stratified sampling techniques. It involved environmental bi-

polar survey to analyse the environmental and perceptual carrying capacity as well as 

questionnaire based survey of the tourists and local businesses to analyse the pattern 

of touristic flow and economic multiplier. Students experimented with Plog’s and 

Cohen’s Psychographic model on travel personality to understand the patterns of the 

touristic flow and dealt with the issue of solid waste management to integrate 

Geography with CAS (Creativity, activity, service) experiences. Students also got the 

opportunity to enjoy nature and to indulge into different fun activities like hiking, 

enjoying local food and so on in their free time.  Over all, it was an excellent holistic 

learning experience for the IBDP students as well as a practical lesson for collaborative 

planning and teamwork.       Dr. Ms Tanusree Sengupta  

 

World Student Conference -50 years of IB at Rotterdam 

From 22nd – 28th July, 2018, the International Baccalaureate (IB) and Erasmus University 

Rotterdam will hold a World Student Conference in Rotterdam, The Netherlands. At the 

conference, students will come together and explore the theme “Vital Cities, Vital Citizens.” 

Students will take up the challenge to rethink how we plan, manage and live in cities in the 

future. How will you ensure quality education, good health care, clean and affordable energy and 

equal opportunities for all? 

Global Action Team Leader at the conference: Dr. Mr Selvadurai 

Global Action Team Leaders play a very significant role at an IBWSC. These are IB educators who 

volunteer to facilitate a Global Action Team (GAT) of approximately 20 students as they discuss 

the conference theme and work toward an action plan for a CAS project related to that theme. 

The conference Programme Director plans each GAT session with intended outcomes, possible 

discussion questions, knowledge questions, and activities that could be used in each GAT 

session. Dr.Selvadurai will be leading a group of students from International Schools from 

Namibia, Canada, Malaysia, Singapore, U.S.A, Netherlands etc. N. Seetharam, IBDP Coordinator 
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United World Schools –  

CAS Students do it once again 

With our continued commitment to the United 

World Schools project in Myanmar, the CAS 

students of Year 11 and 12 raised 623,05 Euros for the school projects in Myanmar. The amount 

was transfered to their associates Concultures in Germany. "A caring society is a compassionate 

one that cares for the less fortunate" - this is exactly what our students have shown. 

Congratulations to all the students of the International School Braunschweig - Wolfsburg. It is 

from the cakes and sandwiches you all bought during the fund raisers which helped us raise this 

amount.        Naresh Seetharam, IBDP Coordinator 

  

 
 

 

 

Indication of source: 

S. 11 https://www.agentur-mai.de/portfolio-foto-collagen/ 

S. 13 http://www.naturmotive.com/niedersachsen/braunschweig-2012-2.html 
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The CJD Braunschweig is an institution within the Christlichen Jugenddorfwerk Deutschland e.V. (CJD) - 73061 

Ebersbach - Teckstr.23 - www.cjd.de 

Every year the CJD offers 155,000 adolescents and young adults’ orientation and prospects for the future. 9,500 

employees and many volunteers at over 150 locations offer support, teach training skills and provide education. 

The Christian concept of the human being linked with the motto “Let no one fall by the wayside” make up the 

core of our work. 

Donations to account 121 111 · Nord/LB Braunschweig 250 500 00 

 

 

 

Give opportunities. 

Yes! 
 

 I donate! 

mailto:caceres@cjd-braunschweig.de
http://www.cjd.de/

